The Mindset of a Hero of Faith 

Phil 3:17-20 Brothers, join in imitating me, and keep your eyes on those who walk  according to the example you have in us. 18 For many, of whom I have often told you and now tell you even with tears, walk as enemies of the cross of Christ. 19  Their end is destruction, their god is their belly, and they glory in their shame, with  minds set on earthly things. 20 But  our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we  await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, ESV

Heb 11:13-16 These all died in faith,  not having received the things promised, but  having seen them and greeted them from afar, and having acknowledged that they were  strangers and exiles on the earth. 14 For people who speak thus make it clear that they are seeking a homeland. 15 If they had been thinking of that land from which they had gone out,  they would have had opportunity to return. 16 But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed  to be called their God, for  he has prepared for them a city. ESV

_______________________________________________________________________

Baseball has its Hall of Fame in Cooperstown, New York – a place where you can go and relive the great heroes of the diamond from the past.  American History has its Smithsonian in Washington D.C. – where the various accomplishments of years past are enshrined for future generations to observe.  Texans have their Alamo and London its Westminster Abbey.  The military service has its Arlington and Tomb of the Unknown Soldier.  Even our organization has its Archives in St. Louis, Missouri – a place where you can go and gaze upon pictures and relics of the first people to receive the gift of the Holy Spirit in the 20th century.  There you can see firsthand photos and letters and newspaper accounts of the magnificent Azuza Street outpouring of the Holy Ghost in Los Angeles in what is now a century ago.  There you can read about men and women who carried the message of Jesus’ name baptism throughout rural cities and in tent revivals and in brush arbor meetings and formed the foundation of the fellowship that we now enjoy.  All of these are a needed part of any cause or group; it is good to have a place where you can muse on historical accomplishments and think upon the lives of those who dedicated themselves to their particular cause.  

The Kingdom of God’s Hall of Fame – the place where you can walk amongst names of heroes of the past and reflect on their accomplishments – is the 11th chapter of Hebrews.  Here, God highlights a few names of men and women from throughout all of history, who walked by faith and who pleased God.  Most did so despite living in a generation where most people were not seeking God or doing as He bid.  And for their faithfulness and for their extraordinary trust and relationship with God, they have been forever remembered in God’s Word. 

If you have not already done so, one day this week take a gander and a stroll through the 11th chapter of Hebrews.  The names might be familiar but it is powerful to see these various names assembled together.  People like Abel and Enoch and Noah are here.  Abraham and Sarah and Isaac and Jacob are given a prominent place.  Next is Joseph and then Moses.  Then the harlot from Jericho, Rahab and the Judges:  Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, and then David and Samuel and the prophets who wrote their various books.  People who have been dead a long, long time and yet who will live forever one day.

If you have not realized, realize it and if you already knew it but have not thought on it for a very long time, then bring it back to the forefront of your mind:  God keeps a record of those men and women who serve Him and trust Him and who live by faith and God never forgets what you do for Him!  Even if you never gain any recognition upon this earth, know that eternity will not pass or even be entered without God Almighty remembering and repaying and acknowledging and responding to any thing that you do and perform for His kingdom!  And if your life passes without anything worthwhile for God being done, then know that God has made a note of that and will respond accordingly!  Oh, that my words would be more than words today and that this great reality would bore itself into our everyday conscience and attitude!  Because there is so much more to this life than just living and dying and so much more to your existence and reason for living than this life!  

And yet there is a great danger that we would come to a dangerous and destructive conclusion while hearing and studying the Bible stories of people from yesteryear.  There is a dangerous mindset that I run into constantly in my day-to-day walk, and that is the attitude that somehow all of these people that the Bible records were all exceptional people.  And by that I mean, that they were “larger than life” people who were far beyond the ordinary; people who by their great strength and abilities and favored position in life rose to do great things.  The dangerous mindset is that we, today, would think of Peter and Paul and Samuel and David and Moses and Gideon and say, “we are not like them and can never be like them.”  That we would say, “we are normal and they were far above normal.”  And the danger of that mindset is that we begin to think in terms that we cannot do as they did.  That we cannot be as they were.  That we cannot be great for God in our generation as they were in their own.  That somehow the “Heroes of Faith” of our generation would have to be somebody else – somebody who is naturally and inherently favored and extraordinary.  

Let me blunt and frank:  these men and women were extraordinary, but not because they themselves were exceptional, but rather because they chose to live devoted to a very exceptional and extraordinary God!  Really, they were a fairly ordinary sampling of humanity from all of time.  David was exceptionally talented in music, Gideon was not.  Isaac was born of a blessed family in the blessings of God and Jephthah was the unwanted and despised product of his father’s one night stand with a prostitute.  Moses was born to a Levite family in a tribe of God’s people, but Rahab grew up a prostitute and was born to Gentiles outside of the covenant and slated by God for destruction.  Samuel and Samson were both first born because of God giving a child to parents for a particular cause and David was the forgotten seventh son of Jesse with no miraculous events or angelic visits associated with his birth.  Noah was a powerful example to his wife and sons and their wives, and Barak was more comfortable with Deborah leading the way.  Different circumstances and different backgrounds, and yet all made it as being listed in God’s Hall of Fame as Heroes of Faith!  

Hear this preacher:  you don’t have to be born into a certain circumstance or into a certain family to be a modern Hero of Faith for God Almighty!  You don’t have to come to God with everything perfect nor do you have to get everything perfect at first before you can come.  You don’t have to submit a resume and list supernatural and exotic powers as an ability.  You can be talented, but you don’t have to be.  You can have a normal family unit, but you don’t have to necessarily have it that way either – God can use people from dysfunctional families greatly too!  You can be male or female, young or old, and insider or an outsider to this kingdom of God stuff.  There is a wing of God’s Hall of Fame of faith that is yet vacant and God looks even today for someone to rise up in this generation and be mighty for Him!  And He is not looking at the “superhero” school.  You do not have to have that best-selling book, “How to be a Superhero” memorized.  You do not have to have spider sense or x-ray vision or a cape or super-suction ears.  But you do have to have a willingness to learn of God’s Word, a heart that is set on pleasing Him, and a mind made up to endure until the end!  You must believe Him for what He says and live your life according to that!  Applications are still being accepted and positions are open:  be somebody great in God’s kingdom, make up in your mind that even if the odds are supposedly against you, you will be a Hero of Faith!  

______________________________________________________________________

I have spent such a long introduction driving the point home that you can be somebody great in God’s eyes in this generation because there is one thing that all of these Heroes of Faith had in common:  a certain attitude that they approached and lived life through.  My mother was right:  your attitude not your amplitude determines your altitude in life and in living for God.  Despite different circumstances and despite evil generations and despite great odds, these men and women rose to the top of God’s listing because they had one thing different from everybody else:  a certain mindset, that is, a mindset of a hero of faith.  

Grasp a great truth, here:  it is not your birth circumstances that determine your ability to be successful in life so much as it is your attitude.  It is not your social status, your bank account, or your talent meter.  Rather you will be great for God or not dependent upon how you are thinking.  Spiritual warfare is most often waged on the battleground found between your two ears.  If your attitude is wrong and your mindset is off, then you can try to do right all you want to and yet you will fail.  Simply put:  to be a hero you must first believe that you are a hero and think like a hero.  And to be a hero of faith, you must have the mindset of a hero of faith.  Fortunately, we don’t have to guess as to what that mindset and mental outlook is because the 11th chapter of Hebrews tell us.  That’s the part that we read as our text – where the writer had stopped for a moment listing names and individuals and takes a few verses describing their common mindset and attitude.  He wrote:

Heb 11:13-16 These all died in faith,  not having received the things promised, but  having seen them and greeted them from afar, and having acknowledged that they were  strangers and exiles on the earth. 14 For people who speak thus make it clear that they are seeking a homeland. 15 If they had been thinking of that land from which they had gone out,  they would have had opportunity to return. 16 But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed  to be called their God, for  he has prepared for them a city. ESV

Let me preach to you from this text, the various parts of the mindset of a Hero of Faith!  First of all it is absolutely true that:

Heroes of Faith live for the exit.

We are told, “these all died in faith.”  That is, they were not faithful for a brief time or faith-filled for a part of their lives and quit, but rather they were faithful until the end came.  Until it came time for them to make their exit from this life, they were faithful!  

This world says “live for the moment.”  “Don’t think about long-range consequences, but just do what feels right for right now.”  “Live for the party today – don’t think about tomorrow, yet.”  “Live your life with reckless abandon and don’t worry about death until you are dead.”  That is the language of fools and the mindset of those who are Zeroes in the kingdom of God and eternal life.  I don’t want to be a Zero of Faith, I want to be a Hero of Faith!  

Heroes of Faith live every day with the exit from life in mind.  They don’t live for this moment, rather they live for that moment when they make their exit from this existence and pass into eternity!  Heroes of Faith, we are told, “see things from afar.”  That is, they don’t live for the immediate only but always have their eyes on the horizon.  Every life decision is made with taking into account what it does to their overall spiritual status.  Every life choice is carefully weighed against the eternal implications.  Because Heroes of Faith are living for a moment when Jesus Christ will split the Eastern sky and they will be changed into an immortal body and really start living.  Heroes of faith work normal jobs and live normal lives and get married and have children and go to restaurants and attend birthday parties and cheer for the local college team, but all of this “life stuff” they run through first through a priority grid as to how it affects their exit one day with Jesus.

You can always tell a Hero of Faith because he or she always has a bit of a faraway look in their eyes.  As if they are always focused on a bit beyond the surface of now.  They meet new people with the same smile and handshake that others do, but they are looking a bit deeper into it wondering if God has placed this person in their life to help win to heaven or to help them get to heaven.  They come to church and sit on the same pews as other people, but their attitude and mindset towards the worship and the Spirit and the preaching is “perhaps this is something that will help me get and stay ready to meet Jesus!”  Heroes of faith take vacations every now and then, but even on vacation they never lose sight of what they are really living for:  to hear Him say, “well done thou good and faithful servant.”  And so Heroes of faith never get easily distracted from their true purpose and they never, ever go a day without thinking about eternity.  Because Heroes of faith live to die and they live faithfully and they plan to “die in faith.”  Or if the Rapture takes place while they are alive, they will go out in faith because they will have lived by faith each day before.  Their mind’s eye always looks long term and beyond what normal people even consider.  Talking about the mindset of a Hero of Faith!

This leads us to another pertinent point:

Heroes of Faith acknowledge that they are strangers and exiles on earth.

That’s what our text told us about those already in the Hall of Fame of Faith:  they had “acknowledged that they were strangers and exiles on earth.”  Strangers and exiles is the strongest possible language that the writer could have used for “they don’t fit in very well on earth.”  They are on the earth, but yet they have a dual citizenship and another allegiance to another place far beyond here.  Like aliens who are only visiting earth for a time before heading beyond this universe, so are Heroes of Faith’s mindsets.  They don’t fit in and they don’t mind – they are not trying to fit in because they know that they will never be able to fit in.  

Just as Abraham dwelt in tents all his life and yet the Bible said that he wandered around, never settling in a permanent dwelling and never making any one city here “home,” so are heroes of faith.  The Bible says that Abraham lived like this:

Heb 11:10 For he was looking forward to  the city that has  foundations,  whose designer and builder is God. ESV     

His hometown was the coming New Jerusalem, so Abraham didn’t get to comfortable here!  He didn’t care whether or not he had the nicest of this life because his focus was on His real home country which he had not even yet seen, the city that God would build!  

That term stranger refers to someone from another country stuck in a different environment.  Think of how much you would stick out if, say we teleported you just as you are and dropped you into Afghanistan.  You wouldn’t know the culture and you wouldn’t look like them and you would use different gestures and different words and phrases and want different food and everywhere you went, people would stare at you as if you were an alien; a stranger.  

In the same way are Heroes of faith strangers in this world.  We used to be a citizen of this world, but we have been born again!  We used to fit in but there has been a change and behold old things have passed away and all things have become new!  We once were a part of the normal desires of this world, but now we have a new citizenship and so our existence here can best be described as a stranger in a foreign country.  Heroes of Faith are on exile:  they speak differently, dress differently, live differently, act differently, have different interests, different priorities, different modes of having fun, and a different purpose than those around them that are apart of this earth. And so they often get blank stares and empty gazes and second looks, but they take it in stride:  because they know and acknowledge that they are strangers and exiles on this earth!  

To “acknowledge” means to come to grips with the fact – to not dispute or try to dissuade or change it.  To accept it and not try to make it different.  To be at peace with it as the identity of our life.  Christians who are always bothered about being different aren’t really Christians as God wants them to be.  Christians who are worried about what the world might think about their decisions in life are not Heroes of Faith.  We must come to terms that if we are truly in Christ, we are different.  And that means that we might even experience persecution.  Jesus Christ said:

John 15:18-19 "If the world hates you, know that it has hated me before it hated you. 19 If you were of the world, the world would love you as its own; but because  you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates you. ESV 

If you are truly serving and following Christ then you have been called “out of the world” and you will thus be different!  The world will ostracize you and make fun of you, but acknowledge that “hey, I know I’m different.”  “I’m from another country” – but keep following Christ, anyway!  That’s what Paul was saying in our other text, when he wrote:

Phil 3:17-20 Brothers,  join in imitating me, and keep your eyes on those who walk  according to the example you have in us. 18 For many, of whom I have often told you and now tell you  even with tears, walk as enemies of the cross of Christ. 19  Their end is destruction,  their god is their belly, and  they glory in their shame, with  minds set on earthly things. 20 But  our citizenship is in heaven, and  from it we  await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, ESV

“Our citizenship is in heaven” – that is, if you are striving to be a Hero of Faith, it is!  Stop trying to fit in down here and be “in” to this world.  God’s people have always been out of touch with this world’s way of thinking because we are not of this world!  Acknowledge it and make peace with the fact that you are different and never will be as the world wants you to be!  

Paul touched on something else in that verse when he talked about the enemies of the church and the normal people in the world.  He said, “their god is their belly and they glory in their shame with minds set on earthly things.”  That brings us to another trait of the mindset of a Hero of Faith:

Heroes of Faith are not satisfied by the things of this world.

What satisfies sinful people doesn’t satisfy the cravings of Heroes of Faith.  Dead things can satisfy a dead heart, but when you have been recreated alive in Christ, you crave things that are spiritually alive and that have real, spiritual substance!  Heroes of faith crave dances where afterwards there is a lasting effect!  Heroes of faith crave arenas of cheering and praise where after the event is over, things are different in their life and not the same.  Heroes of faith thirst for Godly knowledge and to be let in on the secrets of God’s kingdom.  They thirst for the wine of the Holy Spirit.  They hunger after the Word of God.  The things of this world seem empty and pointless to them.

If someone is truly about to go to a new land or a new country, there is a strong interest in that new country and a strong desire to learn more about it.  If you knew that within a year, you would be living in Canada and you wanted to go, you would be spending your days reading up on Canada and talking with people about Canada.  You would be thinking about Canada and it would be often on your mind and thus your lips.  And everybody would know where you were going, because if you desire to go to a place there is a strong and abiding interest in that place.

Heroes of faith are just like that only about heaven and the kingdom of God.  We are told that:

Heb 11:16a But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. ESV    

Paul told us in our other text that the world “has their minds on earthly things.”  Heroes of Faith live as just the opposite, with “their minds on heavenly things.”  They walk around with their heads a bit in the clouds.  They are preoccupied with another place.  And they are strongly interested in the heavenly country!  

I’ve been around “Christians,” even preachers, who when someone turned the conversation towards Biblical or spiritual things sort of tuned out and there was a dullness of interest there that was apparent for all to see.  Yet ask that person about making money, or their favorite hobby, or politics or whatever and they would with great animation spew forth their opinions and thoughts.  Such people will struggle with being faithful to God because they are too interested in “earthly things.”  I’m not saying be a hermit.  I’m not saying ignore life and have no normal life interests.  But I am saying, “don’t get too caught up in this life, so that your attention and interest and desire for the spiritual things of God wane and decrease.”  Heroes of faith can talk about many things, but when the subject comes back around to the house of God and the word of God and the things of God, they come to life and their interest peaks and they could stay there and talk all day and all night!  Because they are not satisfied by the things of this world and they are deeply interested in a heavenly city and country and a kingdom beyond this world’s offers!

Heroes of Faith pray and live with a mindset like this:

Ps 119:17-19 Do good to your servant, and I will live; I will obey your word. 18 Open my eyes that I may see wonderful things in your law. 19 I am a stranger on earth; do not hide your commands from me. NIV

That is why Heroes of Faith don’t have to be made or coerced to go to church and hear preaching, but they find excuses to go to church more and to go to conferences to hear more preaching.  Because they find that what this world offers doesn’t satisfy their spiritual hunger!  For Zeroes of faith, church attendance and worship is a necessary drudgery, for Heroes of faith, the work week cannot pass quick enough and the worship service and the Spirit of God cannot linger long enough and the preacher – as long as He is anointed and in the Word – cannot preach longer than they can listen because it is there that they are finally getting what they have been craving all week!  

In that scripture in our text where it said, “they desire a better country,” the word “country” is not in the original Greek and was supplied by the translators.  The original said, “they desire a better.”  Such is the attitude of Heroes of faith:  they desire a better everything. They desire a better way to live.  A better way to love.  A better way to have a marriage.  A better way to worship.  A better way to hope.  A better way to react.  A better way to plan and dream.  A better way to be human!  And they know that they will only find things that are better in the kingdom and Word of God!  Their attitude is that everything with God’s Word and God’s ways is “a better.”  And so this world doesn’t satisfy anything within them:  talking about the mindset of Heroes of faith!

Because of all of this, there is another very prevalent attitude in Heroes of Faith that we should also note and that is:

Heroes of Faith strongly resist any opportunity or suggestion to return to their old home.

Our text said very directly that:

Heb 11:15 If they had been thinking of that land from which they had gone out,  they would have had opportunity to return. ESV

Oh, how full these scriptures are of great truths!  Heroes of faith had to come out of the world and out of their previous sinful lives in order to be sojourners and exiles and strangers on this earth and to be a citizen of the heavenlies.  And they very strongly resist any suggestion to return to that old lifestyle.  But look very literally at what the writer was saying, here:  “if they had been thinking of that land from which they had gone out, they would have had opportunity to return.”   When a person begins to long for where they used to be and begins to dwell mentally upon going back to their previous life, then their focus and thought process presents them an opportunity to return to it.  Think how true that is:  people do not just backslide and go back to living their old life on a quick whim.  Rather they first began to think about what they used to do and they begin to desire it and long for it.  And the very act of their longing for it provides them the opportunity to go back to it.  

But the writer says of the Heroes of Faith:  if they had thought and considered even a little bit about going back, they would have had their opportunity, but they didn’t get the opportunity to go back to who they used to be and to return to the land from which they came, because they didn’t even consider the possibility mentally.  They didn’t even think about it.  It didn’t even cross their mind.  Or if, in a weird moment of eating too much supreme pizza the night before or in a moment of human doubt, it did flash in their minds to go back to who they used to be, they shot it down and got it out quickly.  Thus they never had the opportunity!  

Heroes of faith don’t even consider for a moment returning to their past life of sin.  They attitude is “I’ve come way too far to go back now.”  To look backwards would go against their mindset of looking upwards!  And Heroes of faith don’t even do that and they strongly resist anything that would try to get their focus back on what they left.  Catch this:  Zeroes of faith talk continually and whine and focus on all that they had to give up in order to serve Christ, but Heroes of faith talk continually and brag and focus on all that they have gained and that they have yet to gain by serving Him!  God’s looking for Heroes of Faith in this generation and yet you will decided what you will be!  By the mindset and the attitude that you allow to prevail in your life.  Somebody make up in your mind to be a Hero, a Hero of Faith!

_______________________________________________________________________

All of that is up to you to decide to emulate and put in your life.  But notice that if you will do these things and choose to be a Hero of Faith, then there will be yet one more thing said:

God is not ashamed of Heroes of Faith.

Our text ended with this startling statement:

Heb 11:16b Therefore God is not ashamed  to be called their God, for he has prepared for them a city. ESV

How strong a phrase is that phrase, “therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God”  for the implication is that there are some people who claim to follow and know God that yet God is ashamed when they name Him as their Deity of choice.  Think of that!  And ask yourself, is God ashamed to be called your God?  When you tell someone “I’m a Christian, does God wince in the heavens?”  When you pray, is God silent because He doesn’t want to come anywhere close to being known as your God?  Or are you like Job, of whom God took every opportunity to brag on and whom God was proud to be known as “their God!”  

Have you ever been with someone and they ran into someone that you could tell that they were embarrassed and ashamed to acknowledge that they knew them?  Have you ever had a relative who became so rich or so famous or so – in their eyes – “elevated in life” that when they saw you, you could tell that they didn’t really want to admit that they were kin to you?  And yet think that the God of glory and the One who holds the Universe in His hands and who made every valuable thing yet is not ashamed to be known as the friend and God of the poorest and humblest man or woman on earth, if they are people of faith!  Looking at this list of God’s Heroes of Faith, what a rough-shod and bedraggled group they were before God blessed them!  A lonely shepherd boy with no military training and a wandering eye, a son of a prostitute, a prostitute herself, a deceiver and liar by name and nature, a murderer on the run, a drunk and person of severe marriage issues, a child raised by idolaters, and a poor father-figure.  Oh, I could have just said that list like this:  David, Jephthah, Rahab, Jacob, Moses, Noah, Gideon, and Samuel.  What a rag-tag and imperfect people they were and yet the perfect and holy God of glory is not ashamed to be called their God because they rose above such faults and things and rose from their generation that was even worse to become a Hero of Faith!  

Like this group in God’s Hall of Fame of Faith, so do we come from many different backgrounds and from many situations.  So do we have many faults.  But if we would change our attitude and mindset that we approach life to be what God wants it to be.  And if we would change our thought process to be like these things that we have highlighted in this sermon, we would rise above all of that and become great in the kingdom and eyes of God!  Jesus said this:

Mark 8:38 For whoever is ashamed of me and of my words in this  adulterous and sinful generation, of him will the Son of Man also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with  the holy angels." ESV   

Let it rather be said of you, “God is not ashamed to be their God.”  Rise up and get the mindset of a Hero of Faith!      

